
ARE WE THERE YET?
An OSIRIS-REx Mission Coloring Book

TO AN  
ASTEROID  
AND BACK



My first  
mission!

Bear Down!

Finished!  
You’re off to the  
asteroid Bennu!



Looking great  
from Mission 
Operations!  

All systems go!  
Talk again  
tomorrow!

Wilbur, look how  
fast I can go!



It’s been two birthdays! 
I’ll meet Bennu soon.  

Gosh, I hope she likes me...



Cheese!

Hi Bennu!  
I’m OSIRIS-REx, your new  

neighbor from the University  
of Arizona. Say cheese!



It’s time for me to go,  
but let’s stay friends forever. 

Fist bump!

I’ll miss you! 
Go Cats!



TO
:

Hey! I bet Wilbur and  
Dante will want to take a  
look at this. Off you go!
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40 Years of Examining!

Fun Facts about the  
OSIRIS-REx mission  
to asteroid  
Bennu
(This is Bennu) 

The OSIRIS-REx launch window opens September 8, 2016, in Cape Canaveral, Florida.  
He will race to Bennu at 63,000 mph! How old will you be when he returns in 2023?

NASA’s OSIRIS-REx mission is led by the University 
of Arizona’s Dante Lauretta, who is a professor in the 
Lunar and Planetary Laboratory. He is the principal 
investigator, also known as The Guy in Charge.  
He makes games, too.

Bennu is as long as 15 commercial planes, or a 32-car train. That is a really long train!

Asteroid Bennu is nearly 6 times 
as tall as A Mountain in Tucson, 
Arizona (1,640 ft. vs. 267 ft.).

OSIRIS-REx gets his 
energy from the Sun.

This is how 
big (or small) 
OSIRIS-REx  
is compared  
to Bennu.

This is what OSIRIS-REx 
really looks like. 

The 7-year journey will cover more than 
500 million miles. It will take two years to catch up 

to Bennu. OSIRIS-REx will spend two more years taking 
pictures of Bennu with UA cameras. Then, OSIRIS-REx will make 

contact (fist bump!) for 5 seconds to gather a sample of rock that will be sent 
back to Earth for 40 years of scientific study!

The Earth rotates once every 24 hours, which makes one day for us.  
A day for Bennu is 4 hours. She is spinning very fast, but never 

gets dizzy. Bennu is 4.5 billion years old. Her favorite 
birthday cake is strawberry. Bennu is one 

of 700,000 known asteroids in our 
solar system.


